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Rallying Around  
LA Holiness  

   In Romans 25 Paul is on his way to Jerusalem to joyfully 
deliver funds liberally given by the gentile churches in 
Macedonia and Corinth.  In his second letter to the 
Corinthians Paul presents valuable principles that should 
guide us as to how and why we should be generous givers. 
   #1- The Law of the Harvest… “sow generously, reap 
generously”.  This isn’t an even-steven, “tit for tat” promise.  
It’s a picture of overflowing abundance.  Spiritual blessing 
coming out of our ears!  Like when your lemon tree turns 
bright yellow with so much fruit you run out of people at 
church to give it to. 
   #2- The Importance of the Heart… “… give what he has 
decided in his heart”.  Giving from the heart is not giving out 
of obligation, but heart-motivation.  It’s mindful of one’s 
own needs and sincerely behind the purpose of the giving.   
   #3- The Way to Please God… “God loves a cheerful giver”.   
If you love Jesus, you already know God loves you.  Yet, as 
His child, you want to please Him!  You want to put a smile 
on His face!  An open-handed, generous heart does just that. 
   We’ve looked at this text because in 2021 LA Holiness will 
host our 100th Anniversary General Assembly.  They have 
some major one-time repairs and renovations which 
urgently need work.  I’m asking all pastors, chairmen and 
treasurers to open your hearts, and hopefully your check 
book, to our sister church.   
   As we keep LA Holiness in our prayers, let us watch 
together as God sends forth His blessings 

Pr. Rick Iwanaga, Chairman 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• July 2-5:  
Shuyokai Summer 
Conference - the 
annual Nichigo 
retreat was held at 
Westmont College 

• New Pastoral 
Hire:  Senior 
Pastor Matt Blevins 
(Walnut Creek) 

Keep in Your 
Prayers 

• Physical health 
needs:  Pastor Rod 
Yee, Mrs. Rei Seki, 
Mrs. Reiko 
Furuyama, Pastor 
Raynold Nakamura   

• General 
Assembly Sept. 
6-7:  Walnut Creek 
in NorCal will host 
this year. 

• Pastoral Search:  
LA Holiness, 
Crossway (San 
Fernando) 

• LA Holiness 
renovations
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What’s happening in our church? 

Los Angeles Holiness Church  
(Nichigo Pastor Shunji Mizoguchi) 
From about two years ago, our church has concentrated its efforts on the 
salvation of souls.  We have kept this in mind in all of our activities and have 
put our efforts in special outreaches as a whole.  In the past two years we had 
special meetings for Christmas.  Rev. and Mrs. Nobuyuki Sakakibara (Orange 
County) were our guests in 2017 and Rev. Makoto Okura (San Diego) came in 
2018.  Each of them used their special gifts and we were able to welcome 
many newcomers.  In June this year, we held a special outreach where we 
invited Rev. Yuichiro Nakono (retired, Hawaii) as our guest.  He spoke in the 
morning and in the afternoon.  Leading up to that, we had four home 
fellowship group meetings on Friday and Saturday.  To our surprise eleven 
new people came.  They were friends of church members who were able to 
have personal conversations with Rev. Nakano and hear his messages.  I’m 
grateful for the seeds of evangelism that were planted.  Please pray that from 
these newcomers we will see people come to the Lord and be saved.� 

Japanese Christian Church of  Walnut Creek 
(Nichigo Pastor Jiro Fujioka) 

At end of 2017, our English pastor, Chris Doi, suddenly departed and we asked 
for prayers from our sister churches in the conference.  I am grateful for the 
pulpit supply from our NorCal sister churches and for the prayers and 
encouragement we received. 
A year later in Nov. 2018, when our search committee still hadn’t decided on 
what to do, Matt Blevins appeared out of the blue and became the transitional 
pastor to lead our English congregation.  It was a 6 month arrangement and he 
began Jan. 2019.   
Pastor Matt had no previous relations with our conference and he had been 
serving in a non-Asian church in the same San Fransisco bay area.  There were 
a couple of people in our church and at San Lorenzo who knew of him through 
various things so there was a strange connection we felt. 
As the sixth month approached, Matt and his family made the decision to join 
our predominantly Japanese American conference and continue as our 
English pastor at JCCWC.   
We have faced various trials and tribulations before but each time, at just the 
right time, the has Lord helped and guided us.  He did it again.  Our whole 
church praises the name of the Lord. 
In our conference, there are sister churches looking for pastors.  I pray that the 
Lord will surely find and call good fitting pastors for the churches.   I believe he 
will. ��
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