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A Series of New Beginnings 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” - 
2 Cor 5:17   

   In conversation a missionary said to me, “The life with 
God is a series of new beginnings”, reminding me of the 
process God sets before each believer to grow in being 
more like Jesus.  In theological jargon, it’s referred to as 
the process of sanctification.  To some, the start of a new 
year is a natural opportunity to take inventory of how 
we’re doing. 
   Recently I was reminded of one of my numerous flaws 
as a Christian father and husband.  One night as we 
casually conversed over dinner my family said that this 
past year I’ve been more personally engaged with them.  
They half-jokingly, but not really, said I asked more 
questions and spent more time with each of them.  They 
felt that time and attention was rationed out to them but 
was liberally showered on my previous church flock.  It 
was eye-opening and rang sharply with truth.  God 
brought to my mind how different was Jesus.  Even with 
a timetable of things to do which would affect all of 
mankind, He paused and gave full attention to that 
Samaritan woman at the well.  When I read over that 
conversation it has the pace of two people with all the 
time in the world. 
   How much more will God bring to my attention on this 
path to being more like His Son?  Just like God said to 
Abraham “Look up at the heavens and count the stars”.   
   I can’t wait!  God bless us all in 2019. 

Pr. Rick Iwanaga, Chairman 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What’s happening in our church? 

San Lorenzo Japanese Christian 
Church (Pastor Eric Yata) 
We praise God for His enduring faithfulness to our 
church as we will be celebrating 90 years of His 
graces this year.  We recently celebrated the 
retirement of Rev. Rod and Koko Yee's service and 
their faithful leadership of 16 plus years and many 
more as members of our church.  Please do pray 
for them in this new season of life especially with 
Rev. Rod's ailments.  We celebrate the past, but 
we look to the future. I am grateful and humbled 
to serve as the new lead pastor for our church 
with the recent addition of Pastor Josh Scott to 
serve as our young adult and worship pastor. 
Please pray for us in this new season of transition 
and our capital campaign called GROW SANLO 
as we seek the Lord's direction for a possible new 
facility.  Praises to His Name! � 

West Oahu Christian Church  
(Pastor Stan Miyamoto) 
Our church is located in the middle of Waipahu, 
which has now become a hub of a several well-
developed communities on the western plain of 
Oahu.  Our English-speaking service is a mix of 
people who reflect the communities around us.  Of 
special note, God has given us a unique opportunity 
to minister to the Marshallese, especially children 
and youth.   

In late 2017 we adopted a new structure that is 
Elder-based, and in early January of this year we 
voted in our permanent Elders!  This is an exciting 
time for us as we orient and train our Ministry 
Leaders, work on adopting a new Mission 
Statement, and continue to pursue making disciples 
of Jesus Christ!   
What can you pray for us?  We have very few people 
in the age range from 20s to 40s, and we are taking 
steps toward hiring an Assistant Pastor who can help 
draw and minister to these.  We have also been 
inching toward building an additional building to 
meet ministry needs.  We appreciate your prayers!� 
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Continuation 

• Retirement:  
Pastor Rod Yee 
retired in Dec. ’18; 
Pastor Eric Yata is 
the new lead pastor 
at San Lorenzo 

• Recent Pastoral 
hires:  Josh Scott 
(San Lorenzo), 
Darren Kishimoto 
(West Covina), 
Matt Blevins -
transition pastor 
(Walnut Creek) 

• Pastoral Search:  
LA Holiness, 
Crossway (San 
Fernando), Walnut 
Creek 

• Candidates for 
HSC openings 

• General Assembly:  
Sept. 6-7 at Walnut 
Creek 

Quote of the Day 

Those who leave 
everything in God’s 
hand will eventually 
see God’s hand in 
everything. 
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