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The X-Factor 
 I really enjoy football, college and pro.  I enjoy 
it so much I counted the cost and attended an 
Ohio State football game, in Columbus, Ohio.   
 Last year, USC had a quarterback named Sam 
Darnold.  He was exceptional, but he didn’t have 
the highest quarterback ratings, much due to the 
interceptions he threw.  But, what seemed to 
overshadow any noticeable flaws was something 
referred to as that “x-factor”… That something 
that indicates a strong possibility that Sam 
Darnold will be a successful quarterback in the 
NFL.  So far this season Darnold is the starting 
quarterback of the New York Jets, and so far, they 
have won only one game.  This may or may not 
be a clear indication of how he is doing, yet, 
because of this “x-factor” the Jets have faith to let 
him make mistakes, grow and learn into being 
the quarterback for their future. 
 All across America churches are going through 
a change.  It’s a change of generational influence.  
Be it sansei to yonsei or boomer to millennial, it’s 
a natural process for God’s church.  Influence of 
leadership, power of decision making is not easy 
to relinquish.   Yet, if any church is to grow, or 
even survive, this must take place.  It’s a 
deliberate church decision.  As deliberate as an 
NFL team choosing a new quarterback.  And, just 
like the “Sam Darnolds” of the world, we know 
our churches have good potential leaders with 
that x-factor, too, that “Christ-factor”, who is 
working in them to make them leaders for His 
glory. 

Pr. Rick Iwanaga, Chairman 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Keep in Your 
Prayers 

• Oct. 22-23:  
Shepherds Council 
& Conf. Admin. 
Office Mtg. at San 
Diego 

• Pastoral search or 
in transition:  
Walnut Creek, LA 
Holiness, Crossway 
(San Fernando), 
West Covina 

• Rei Seki, wife of 
Pastor Shinji Seki 
of Honolulu 
Nichigo, battling 
stage 4 cancer 

Verse of the Day 

”We who are with 
unveiled faces all 
reflect the Lord’s 
glory, are being 
transformed into 
His likeness with 
ever increasing 
glory…”- 2 Cor 3:18
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What’s happening in our church? 

Santa Clara Valley Japanese Christian Church (Pastor Lester Yamashita) 
Living in the Silicon Valley presents a number of different challenges for our 
community.  The challenges are not just about growing in our own faith, but also 
about sharing the message of Jesus Christ with people who do not seem interested in 
spiritual realities.  This is evidenced by the reality that our church community is 
located in an area where only a small percentage of people attend church on any 
given Sunday.  Maybe, it’s the prosperity, the rapid pace of life, the push to fill up 
one’s schedule to keep up with everyone else that keeps this area on edge and so 
busy that people have a hard time developing a relationship with God or even 
thinking that they need one.   
In the midst of this reality, our church has various ministries that aim at reaching our 
community in creative ways.  We offer English classes, Japanese classes, Preschool 
programs, a Café program to name just a few. Our English and Japanese departments 
help each other with these programs so that we can work together to try to build 
bridges with those outside our community.  And for those inside our community we 
offer different types of small groups and programs in addition to our Worship Service 
and Sunday School to help our community grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ.  
But let’s not kid ourselves…it’s a definite uphill battle because the culture of the 
Silicon Valley is actually structured in such a way as to make life with God more 
difficult.  And thus we covet everyone’s prayer for our community.  So if you ever think 
of Apple, Ebay, Google and other high-tech companies in our area, please remember 
to lift up a prayer for us. ✯ 

Japanese Christian Community of Tucson (Pastor Aki Kawamata) 
Who are we? We are a church that was forged out of a hunger, and passion to worship 
Jesus in a land that is foreign, dry, hot, and for many a layover in  their journey in life. 
This was true when JCCT was first birthed through Reiko Yoshitani’s ministry, and still 
holds true today.  Although we do have some who are born and raised in Tucson, and 
some who have been called to make Tucson their home, this isn’t your normal OMS 
church who might have families with generational roots firmly established.  This adds to 
the uniqueness of our church and also brings about its fair share of challenges. 
Challenging in that being in Tucson usually means being taken away from the familiar 
and from family which oftentimes means sacrificing stability and security, things we 
most long for.  However, as we let go of the stability and security that comes from these 
external things, we are forced to trust in God.  In many ways it reminds me of the 
wilderness motif found in the Bible where God brings His people out of the world and 
into the wilderness (desert), in order to encounter Him.  Here God has you all to 
Himself, and although the process may be painful the finished product is priceless.  
Handcrafted by the Master Craftsman Himself.   
Please keep us in your prayers, because of our financial situation we will have to 
consider doing church a little differently than most OMS churches.  Decisions on how 
we will move forward will have to be made sooner than later.  Please pray that God will 
guide us, and give us wisdom. ✯
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