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Real Freedom 
Wow!  The 4th of July!  FREEDOM!!  Think about it.  We 
have so much freedom in this country.  If you have food 
on the table, and the table under a roof… Then you can 
enjoy many of the freedoms this country offers.  As a 
retired person I have so much free time that I get lost in 
the week.  Is it Monday or Thursday?  Is this my day to 
go to Costco, or do I need to put out the garbage?  Now, 
don’t get me wrong, there’s a lot I do in-between, but 
nothing close to the focus I had to give as a pastor 
before retirement. 
And, because I do have so much of this new, free time, I 
think I’ve become more reflective, or maybe more 
observant, or maybe it’s just watching more stupid 
news.  To me, the world doesn’t seem to be getting any 
nicer.  It doesn’t seem like it’s getting any closer.  It 
doesn’t seem like a world which is trying to move 
towards God, or care about what would please Him.  
Have I ever stopped and wondered how the world will 
be 10, 20 yrs. from now?  Should I lose sleep over it?  
Nah. 
God is in control.  He challenges me to live for Him, 
which does good for others.  He frees me from the worry 
of what I have no control over, because as I said, He’s 
in control.  He assures me that my best effort is good 
enough for Him.  And as for the world, He tells me “chill” 
because He has overcome the world. 
Now that’s freedom. 
Pr. Rick Iwanaga, Chairman 

CONFERENCE 
FAMILY FLYER 

July 2018

Keep in Your 
Prayers 

• July 27-28:  
Shepherds Council 
& Conf. Admin. 
Office Mtg. at 
Fremont 

• Pastoral search or 
in transition:  
Walnut Creek, LA 
Holiness, Crossway 
(San Fernando), 
West Covina 

• Rei Seki, wife of 
Pastor Shinji Seki 
of Honolulu 
Nichigo, battling 
stage 4 cancer 

Quote of the Day 
”It is the duty of all 
nations to 
acknowledge the 
providence of 
Almighty God, to 
obey His will, to be 
grateful for his 
benefits, and humbly 
to implore His 
protection and 
favor.”  — George 
Washington
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What’s happening in our church? 

Orange County Christian Church (Pastor Daryl Mashita) 
We are excited about how God is working through both congregations at 
Orange County.  Pastor Sakakibara and his wife Kumiko are very gifted worship 
leaders and Pastor Nobu uses his artistic skills to make creative PowerPoint 
slides in his messages.  Once a month, the Nichigo invites all children to join in 
a “family worship service”, featuring lively musical performances.  At the 
beginning of the year, the English congregation was challenged with the vision 
of becoming a “one another church” and we’ve already seen God help us grow 
in loving, forgiving, and serving one another.  We’ve started a new men’s 
ministry with several new outings planned and also have begun a college/
young adult ministry.  Weekly prayer has been a vital part of releasing the 
power of God in our lives and within the congregation.  Like in any church, our 
people have been confronted with various health challenges, relationship 
challenges and other issues.  But God has seen us through them all and we’ve 
experienced the joy of the Lord by His grace.  Please pray for us! ✯ 

San Diego Japanese Christian Church (Pastor Ichibei Honda) 
Over the course of the past couple of years, our church leadership has been 
looking hard at its current ministry location and has been thinking about the 
possibility of relocation.  In doing so, we came to the conclusion that we 
needed to first reevaluate our mission and vision statements.  So we worked 
together with an outside consultant, and after several months of prayerful 
discussions, the church is now moving forward with the following missions 
statement:  “Our mission is to grow in Christ and share the Word of God with 
all; having special resources to reach Japanese and Asian people.”  Regardless 
of where we meet together regularly for worship and fellowship, we believe in 
being a missional church that prays for, supports, and sends out missionaries.  
To that end, we have sent out David Newell to Japan this past Fall to serve with 
YWAM Tokyo.  We are also journeying alongside two families as they 
prayerfully prepare to serve in Japan with TEAM.  As an English congregation, 
we were also blessed to see three baptisms this past year.  As a church, our 
desire is to GROW and GO in Christ. ✯


